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Greetings in the name of the risen Lord! 

Every year we distribute information to our members and friends to enable everyone to know more about what 
is happening at our amazing church. The enclosed brochure shares some of the ways our congregation is 
reaching people with the good news of Jesus Christ, even in the middle of a worldwide pandemic. In a 
challenging environment, we are helping children, teens and adults grow in their faith and personal witness.   

I hope you will take a few minutes to enjoy this brochure! Then, I invite you to prayerfully consider how much 
you estimate you will be able to give to your church in the coming year. The estimates of giving that we receive 
from our members and friends allow us to set a budget for the next year. We do not finalize our plans until we 
hear from everyone.   

As you prepare to fill out your commitment card, please remember all the ways your gifts support your church. 
Your gifts pay the salaries of our wonderful staff. Your gifts allow us to care for our beautiful sanctuary and 
other facilities, including utilities, repairs, improvements, equipment, and more. Your gifts allow us to provide 
materials for children, youth and college age ministries, camps, retreats, mission trips, bible studies, and much 
more. Your gifts provide for mission outreach to ministries like Broken Arrow Neighbors, Meals on Wheels, 
Restore Hope, the Circle of Care, Wesley Foundations, and many other ministries that serve people locally, 
nationally, and globally.  

Please fill out your enclosed commitment card and bring it to church on Sunday, November 14th. You can also 
drop it in the mail or fill it out online at fumcba.org/stewardship2022. 

Thank you for your support of our congregation. We have been blessed to serve our community with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ for 119 years as Broken Arrow’s first church. This is possible because of faithful stewards 
like you. Thank you again - and thank you for the high honor and blessing of serving as your pastor 

Grace and Peace,  

 

 

Larry Varvel 
Senior Pastor 

http://www.fumcba.org/
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Have you ever heard someone say “I only got through it by the grace of God!” 
or “It would have been a disaster were it not for the grace of God!” We live 
daily by the grace of God. No recent time in our history contains more evidence 
of that grace than the last 20 months.  

From March of 2020 until now, we have been living in a very challenging reality. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted every aspect of daily life, including how 
our church ministers to our members, friends, and community. However, in the 
midst of a worldwide crisis, God’s amazing grace has carried us through.

We have continued to gather for worship, both in person and virtually online. We 
have continued to minister to children in new and bold ways. We have continued 
to conduct a vital youth ministry with creativity and passion. We have continued 
to gather in adult Sunday School classes and small groups, sometimes virtually, 
and sometimes in person. We have done things that we have never done before, 
and reached people in new and exciting ways. We have exhibited a “can-do” 
attitude in the middle of extremely challenging circumstances. All of this is 
evidence of God’s grace.

This attitude of hope and joy includes our stewardship and giving. Our 
congregation has continued to give generously to fund these innovative 
approaches to ministry. In addition to our normal expenses like staff salaries, 
utilities, United Methodist missionary giving and more, we have invested 
thousands of dollars in live-streaming equipment, an updated website, video 
production and much more. Our fundamental understanding of generosity 
and stewardship has carried us through these challenging months. We need 
to continue to practice gratitude and cheerful giving in the coming year.

Take a moment to read about our various ministries and rejoice at the victories 
we have been able to achieve by God’s grace. Continue to pray that God’s 
wisdom and blessing will guide us through 2022!

In His Name,

Senior Pastor
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We have been careful with every dollar we received in 
the last year. Because of the uncertainty surrounding 
the pandemic, our 2021 budget was slightly lower than 
our 2020 budget. We will continue to do everything 
possible to wisely use our funds to support the myriad 
of our ministries. It takes a lot to provide salaries for  
staff, keep a large facility in good shape and pay for 
improvements and repairs, fund ministries for children, 
youth and adults, pay down our debt, and fund missions 
on a local, statewide, national and international scale. It 
is only possible because faithful members and friends 
generously and sacrificially give.

Thank you for being good stewards 
of God’s resources and blessings!

Adult Sunday School is a vital part 
of our church’s ministry. Our Adult 
classes allow members and friends 
to study together, pray together, and 
work together on ministry projects. 
Over the years, many Adult Sunday 
School classes have become like a 
second family - caring for one another 
in times of illness, loss or heartache - 
as well as celebrating life milestones 
together. In a larger church like ours, 
classes and small groups allow us to 
get to know one another and help each 
other on our discipleship journeys. 
Your gifts allow us to provide space, 
furniture and technology that helps 
classes grow in learning, love and 
service.
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Music is an essential part of our worship, and we are 
blessed to have two different styles of worship music each 
Sunday morning.

The music in our Traditional services is led by our 
incomparable director Mark Frie, accompanist Jeanine 
Magnuson, and organists Dawn Frederick and Robin 
Weaver. Our Traditional worship team has faced a 
number of challenges due to the COVID-19 virus. Singing 
shoulder to shoulder in a large group is one of the easiest 
ways to spread a virus, so Mark and his team have had to 
improvise with a number of inspired alternatives.  We have 
had solos, duets, small ensembles, and video compilations 
of singers throughout the last year. Josh Lowery used his 
video editing skills along with his musical gifts to allow 
our orchestra and bell choir to perform virtually. As the 
pandemic decreases, we hope to return to a full choir 
before too much longer!
Our Modern service was blessed with a new leader this year, 
Ross Crawford. Ross is an extremely talented musician, 
both vocally and instrumentally. He writes contemporary 
Christian music which is heartfelt and moving. Ross leads 
our Praise Team each week and oversees our tech and audio 
visual team which makes an incredible worship experience. 
Music blesses us every week.

Will you commit to blessing your 
church with faithful stewardship? Music Ministry

“Through many dangers, 
toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘Tis grace hath brought 
me safe thus far, And 
grace will lead me home.

We have been “live-streaming” our 
Sunday worship services for over a 
year and a half. This required a large 
investment in new technology (over 
$25,000) as well as staff and volunteers 
to work in the audio and video booth. 
We have also live-streamed Larry’s bible 
studies and a number of memorial services 
and funerals. This allows people who 
are unable to attend services or studies 
in person - due to health or distance 
issues - to participate in our ministry. 
We have people worshiping weekly in 
living rooms, kitchens, and backyards 
in Broken Arrow neighborhoods and in 
other states around the country! 

All of this is made possible because 
faithful members and friends 
continue to generously give!
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Body By Gerry
• • • •
The pandemic made our exercise class 
“pause,” but it has come roaring back to life! 
During the early months of the pandemic, 
we stopped having our senior adult exercise 
class due to the likelihood of transmission of 
the virus. Once vaccines became available, 
we restarted the class for those who are 
fully vaccinated. Gerry Dunbar leads this 
wonderful ministry which blesses body, mind 
and soul with smiles, encouragement and 
crunches!

“Q: How do you pull off the two biggest 
worship services of the year in the middle of 
a worldwide pandemic?

A: With prayer, innovation, creativity, and the work of dozens of
committed staff and volunteers! On Christmas Eve, we offered 
two amazing worship experiences. One was a video recorded 
service that included great music, liturgical dancers,  a Christmas 
message and more. Hours of filming and editing made this service 
a joy to watch. We also held an outdoor candlelight communion 
service in the parking lot that was attended by hundreds of 
people. It was a bit chilly, but one of the most inspiring services 
we have ever had.

On Easter morning, we held multiple services in the Sanctuary, 
Fellowship Hall, parking lot, and online so that we could 
safely accommodate everyone safely. It was a ton of work, 
but a magnificent celebration of the resurrection of our Lord!

Your gifts allow us to continue to provide 
creative  and  meaningful  worship  experiences 
for our members and community.
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“The Lord has promised 
good to me, His word my 
hope secures; He will my 
shield and portion be
As long as life endures.
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UNITED STUDENT MINISTRIES

Our Children’s Ministry, led by Karen Lawless and Paige 
Gaither, has provided wonderfully creative and engaging 
ministry for our kids in the midst of the challenges created 
by the pandemic. Sunday School and Wednesday evening 
Faith Break have both returned, with changes designed to keep our children safe. Karen and Paige have 
produced awesome weekly videos for those kids who weren’t ready to make it back in person, as well as 
regular mailings to all families and in-person front yard visits and activities including Valentine’s Day gifts 
and Easter Egg hunts. Our summer VBS included close to 250 in-person children, as well as live streams 
of the opening and closing worship for kids at home. Other innovative ideas included Elementary Camp 
in our own building, Preschool picnics and water fun, Bible Boot Camp, Acolyte training and more. 
Your financial stewardship allows us to have incredibly dedicated staff like Karen and Paige, and support 
for our wonderful volunteers. 

Will you give financial support to your church so that we can provide high 
quality ministry for our youngest members?

Our United Student Ministry, led by Andrew Varvel and Emily McKenzie, 
guides middle school and high school students as they navigate what it 
means to be a faithful follower of Jesus in the 21st century. This student 
ministry has done amazing things in the middle of COVID-19, helping              
young Christians grow in their faith and witness. Each Wednesday over the      
          last year, they have gathered for worship, small groups, food,     
          fellowship and fun. An average of 75-80 teenagers are a part 
          of this gathering each week. In the Spring, United hosted our first 
          ever 80’s Mission 5K Run as a fundraiser to help send students on 
          their annual mission trip - over $3,000 was raised. In the summer, 
          middle school students attended Disciple Camp, high school 
          students attended Dayspring, and 62 students and leaders went to 
         Gilbert, South Carolina where they served in repairing over 30 
          homes in the community. Other highlights included Taco Tuesdays, 
       Winter Retreat, Float Trip, Grad Sunday and student led Bible 
studies throughout the week! Your stewardship allows us to equip and 
motivate the next generation of Christian leaders.

Will you continue to faithfully give so that 
these teenagers can continue to grow in their 

discipleship to Jesus?

Our church has a fantastic ministry for college age adults 
in our congregation. The years right after high school are 
a critical time for faith development. Far too many young 
people who were active in youth group in high school 
“drop out” of church once they graduate. Thankfully, our 
church has a wonderful ministry to provide opportunities 
for these young adults to continue to grow their faith and 
stay connected to their church. Laryn Moore leads this 
ministry, which include multiple campus visits, care 
packages to students (71 delivered in September of 2021), 
an annual College Age retreat (“Renew”), weekly 
lunches and bible studies, yearly mission trips and 
volunteer opportunities in the church and community. 
Our church has the finest college age ministry of any 
United Methodist church in the Tulsa area. 

Will you continue to generously give to our 
church so that we can continue this ministry?


