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Greetings in the name of the risen Lord! 

Every year we distribute information to our members and friends to enable everyone to know more about what is 

happening at our amazing church. In a challenging environment, we are helping children, teens, and adults grow 

in their faith and personal witness. The enclosed brochure shares some of the ways our congregation is reaching 

people with the good news of Jesus Christ.   

I invite you to prayerfully consider how much you estimate you will be able to give to your church in the coming 

year. The estimates of giving that we receive from our members and friends allow us to set a budget for the next 

year. We do not finalize our plans until we hear from everyone.   

As you prepare to fill out your commitment card, please remember all the ways your gifts support your church. 

Your gifts pay the salaries of our wonderful staff. Your gifts allow us to care for our beautiful sanctuary and other 

facilities, including utilities, repairs, improvements, equipment, and more. Your gifts allow us to provide materials 

for children, youth and college age ministries, camps, retreats, mission trips, bible studies, and much more. Your 

gifts provide for mission outreach to ministries like Broken Arrow Neighbors, Meals on Wheels, Restore Hope, 

the Circle of Care, Wesley Foundations, and many other ministries that serve people locally, nationally, and 

globally.  

Please fill out your enclosed commitment card and bring it to church on Sunday, November 13th. You can also 

drop it in the mail or fill it out online at fumcba.org/stewardship2023. You might want to consider taking 

advantage of the automatic draft option. This will ensure that your gift comes to the church on a set schedule – 

which can be adjusted or stopped at any time. 

Thank you for your support of our congregation. We have been blessed to serve our community with the Good 

News of Jesus Christ for 120 years as Broken Arrow’s first church. This is possible because of faithful stewards 

like you. Thank you again - and thank you for the high honor and blessing of serving as your pastor. 

Grace and Peace,  

 

 

Larry Varvel 

Senior Pastor 

http://www.fumcba.org/
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In 2023 our church will celebrate our 120th birthday! In the spring of 1903 
a group of Methodists started meeting in the upstairs storeroom of the Orcutt 
store in Broken Arrow, Indian Territory with Methodist missionary Sylvester 
Morris. The Arkansas Valley Townsite Company announced that a building lot 
would be donated to a church in Broken Arrow with the most members. There 
were more Methodists in Broken Arrow than any other group, so the lot at the 
corner of Main Street and College Street went to them. In October of that year, 
a church building was constructed on the site at the cost of around $500. 

For the last 120 years, we have worshiped, studied, sang, prayed, and 
organized for ministry at the corner of Main and College. We have baptized 
children and adults, performed weddings and funerals, studied the Bible in 
Sunday School classes and small groups, organized mission trips and retreats, 
collected literally millions of dollars for missions, and much more.  All of the 
original members have gone to their eternal rewards, but new people have 
come through our doors every year to serve the ministry of Jesus Christ.

We have been a part of the Methodist Episcopal Church (1903-1939) 
the Methodist Church (1939-1968) and the United Methodist Church 
(1968-present). We will have many important decisions to make together in 
2023 about our future. But for 120 years what has mattered the most is not 
the name on our sign, but the heart and mission of our congregation. We 
are a church that is committed to loving God with our heart, mind, soul and 
strength, and loving people the way God loves them and how we want to be 
loved.

This is a special place that has been supported for 120 years by the faithful 
stewardship of our congregation. I know that will continue in 2023 and for 
the next generation and the generation after that, because God has given us “a 
hope and a future.”

Grace & Peace,

Senior Pastor
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2022 BUDGET BREAKDOWN
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$67,296 $156,182

$224,642

$145,673

$190,464$334,419

$420,538

When our Finance Committee creates a 
budget for the new year, they are acutely 
aware that every dollar that is given to 
our church represents a sacrificial gift 
from a devoted follower of Jesus Christ.  
Our church makes every effort to spend 
wisely and make sure our budget supports 
our stated mission of Attracting people to 
Christ, Building committed disciples, and 
Commissioning them for service to the 
world.
It takes a financial commitment to provide 
salaries for our staff, keep our large facility 
in good shape and pay for improvements, 
repairs and utilities, fund ministries for 
children, youth and adults, pay down 
our debt, and fund missions on a local, 
statewide, national and international scale. 
It is ONLY possible because faithful 
members and friends generously and 
sacrificially give to our budget.

Thank you for being good 

stewards of God’s resources 

and blessings!

Our church places a high value on 
discipleship. Every Sunday, 15 Adult 
Sunday School classes meet to study the 
scriptures, learn more about our faith, and 
discuss how we can fulfill Jesus’ Great 
Commission to make disciples for Christ 
for the transformation of the world. Each 
class has a different style and approach, 
but they all seek to grow closer to God 
and to one another. These adult classes 
not only help us all to deepen our walk 
with Christ, they provide the opportunity 
for lifelong friendship and support in the 
hills and valleys of life.

Throughout the week, more discipleship 
groups meet for study, prayer and 
fellowship. Each Wednesday evening, 
as a part of FaithBreak, multiple classes 
meet to grow their faith and understanding 
of our faith. Several other groups meet 
throughout the week, including Girlfriends 
Connect, Young Women’s Bible Study, 
Ethos Young Adult Study, and more.
Our church is a place to grow your faith 
- our stewardship provides resources and 
space for these important encounters with 
God and each other. Will you continue 
to support discipleship ministries 
at our church?

Faith i n  t h e 

F u t u r e
E X P L O R E R S  2 0 2 2

For I know the 
plans I have for 
you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you 

and not to 
harm you, plans 
to give you hope 
and a future. 

Jeremiah 29:11

I



FUMCBA 2023

Music is an essential part of our worship. Music allows us to offer our praise and thanks to 
our Creator, while stirring our hearts and spirits. We have wonderful music in all three of our 
services, thanks to great leadership and talented volunteers.
Mark Frie leads our Celebration Choir, as they provide great anthems that lift our hearts 
and stir our souls. Our choir, wonderfully accompanied by Jeanine Magnuson, is filled with 
faithful singers who usher us into the presence of our God. Our traditional worship services are 
also blessed by our organist, Dawn Frederick, along with David Hunt, our new director for 
the Chancel Ringers and the Church Orchestra. Our Breath of Heaven liturgical dancers, led by 
Adrienne Teague, bless both our traditional and modern worship experiences.
Our modern service is led by our amazing Praise Team under the leadership of Ross Crawford.  
The music allows our entire church to feel the power of God’s Holy Spirit as we worship together.
Music plays such an important role in our praise of God and his Son, Jesus Christ.

Will you pray about your gifts which allow 
us to have such great music?
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In September we welcomed our new 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Sei Yoon Park!  
Sei Yoon is a wonderful addition to 
our ministry team, and will be a great 
blessing to our congregation! Sei Yoon’s 
primary responsibilities will be focused 
on Pastoral Care. Sei Yoon loves visiting 
people, and her bright smile and vibrant 
personality are a great blessing to our 
members. Sei Yoon brings the experience 
of her former appointment as the pastor 
of the smaller churches of Beggs and 
Mounds. In addition to pastoral care,  she 
will teach, lead, and assist Larry in many 
other ways. We thank God for bringing 
her here. Your gifts allow us to pay Sei 
Yoon, Larry and all of our wonderful 
ministry  staff !

Exercise class
• • • •
Our Exercise Class meets three times 
a week to promote a healthy body and 
spirit! This great ministry, led by Gerry 
Dunbar and a great team of volunteers, 
gives senior adults and others a great 
reason to start their day in a loving and 
healthy environment! Members of our 
church and members of our community 
enjoy this great ministry, supported 
by all of our gifts and prayers!
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Women’s Ministries
• • • •
Our church is blessed to have dedicated and 
talented women serving in every area of our 
church. We have many ministries that are 
designed for women to grow in their faith and 
serve the church, the community and the world.

Our UMW (United Methodist Women) has 
programs which emphasize spiritual growth, and 
activities designed to raise funds for missions. 
These include the Annual Craft Show, UMW 
Tea, cookie sales for missions, Winter Warming 
Tree, and much more. 

We also offer other special ministries for women 
including Girlfriends Connect book study, Young 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday FaithBreak 
Women’s classes, and an annual Women’s 
Retreat. 

The health of our Women’s Ministries 

depend upon your faithful support!

men’s Ministries
• • • •
Our Men’s ministry is on the move! In October, we held our 
first ever All Men’s Sports Banquet with approximately 
60 men attending and a great guest speaker, former Pistol 
Pete, Josh Pulver. We are hoping that several new men’s 
ministry groups and projects will grow out of this event.   
Our “Gravy Brigade” men’s ministry serves our monthly 
Men’s Breakfast and many special all church events. We 
believe the men of our church are ready to explore new 
models for ministry! The future is exciting!
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united student Ministry
@UNITEDBA      @UNITED.BA

UNITED STUDENT MINISTRIESThe sculpture outside of our Sanctuary says it 
all - Jesus welcomed and celebrated children, 
and so do we! Our Children’s Ministry, 
led by Karen Lawless and Jenny Brown, 
ministers to children and their families from 
infants through 5th grade, with unconditional 
love.  Every Sunday morning, our Children’s 
Ministry provides child care for little ones, as 
well as Sunday School and Children’s Church 
(KidsPraise) for our elementary age children.  
We also have special children’s activities on 
Wednesday evenings as a part of FaithBreak, 
and many other Sunday afternoon special 
events.

Some other children’s highlights from the last 
year include our first ever Neighborhood Easter 
Egg Extravaganza, Family Camp, Bible Boot 
Camp, and, of course, Vacation Bible School. 
This year we had our largest Vacation Bible 
School ever, with over 420 children attending 
and 130 adult and teen volunteers. A vibrant 
children’s ministry is vital to attracting and 
ministering to young families.

Will you help to fund 

this important ministry 

of our church?

Our incredible United Student Ministries, led by Andrew Varvel and Emily McKenzie continues to guide 
and inspire Middle School and High School students as they navigate the challenges of being a faithful 
follower of Jesus Christ during a crucial time of spiritual development. Every Wednesday evening, 70-80 of 
our students gather upstairs for worship, small groups and fun. Summer is a particularly busy time for our 
students. This past summer we sent 26 Middle School students and leaders to Disciple Camp,  41 High School 
students  and leaders to  Dayspring Camp, and  63 students and leaders on  our annual Youth Mission Trip to 
Princeton, Illinois,  where our students painted and helped fix homes for families in need. In addition,  dozens 
of Middle School and High School students helped lead our 2022 Vacation Bible School.
Through  out the year, our  Student  Ministry  holds  special events  like Welcome Back Night at the beginning 
of the school year,  retreats, float trips, Graduation Sunday and more. We also welcomed 13 new members into  
our  church who  had attended  our annual Confirmation Classes. At different times of the year, our Student 
Ministry holds fund raising events to supplement the cost of mission trips and camps. But our wonderful 
Student Ministry is only possible because of the strong financial support  of our congregation.                                           

                                               Will you continue 

                                      to supply needed        

                                      funding for these         

                                      young followers 

                                      of Jesus?

First Kids Ministry

@ F U M C B A F I R S T K I D S         @ F U M C B A F I R S T K I D S
F I R S T  K I D S  F U M C B A 112 College age Ministry

Studies show that the years following high school are crucial for 
young Christians. Following high school, far too many college age 
young adults disconnect from church, even those who were active 
in their youth groups. That is why our College Age Ministry, led 
by Laryn Moore, is so vital! Our College Age Ministry is here to 
help these followers of Jesus deepen their faith during one of the 
most challenging times of their life. Our College Age Ministry has 
retreats, float trips, game nights, monthly worship nights, weekly 
Sunday School, Bible studies and more. Last year our College Age 
students took a mission trip to Mexico to build a casita (little house) 
for a deserving family of seven. Laryn regularly visits campuses and 
takes “care packages” from our church to over 60 college students. 

Last summer six college students served as interns in our youth 
and children’s ministries as they explored their gifts for ministry  
and used their skills to lead others into faith. 

Will you give so that this important 
ministry can continue?

@ 1 1 2 C O L L E G E AG E M I N I S T R I E S

@ 1 1 2 C O L L E G E AG E M I N I S T R I E S

                                @ 1 1 2 C O L L E G E


	Stewardship 2023 Letterhead
	Stewardship 2022
	Stewardship 2022 Inserts
	Stewardship 2022 Inserts
	Stewardship 2022

